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WELCOME TO OUR NEW CHAIRMAN, NORMA THATCHER
FROM HER LIBRARY COMMITTEE

NEW FLORIDA COLLECTION IN THE LIBRARY
This month we are featuring a new section in our Library that we hope will be of interest to all fulltime or part-time Florida residents.
We have started out with some Florida classics; books that every Floridian should be familiar with about our
great state.
The Everglades: River of Grass by Marjory Stoneman Douglass…See review.
A Land Remembered by Patrick D. Smith…A great read full of memorable characters and accurate Florida
history.
Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston…This wonderful classic is on most lists of the best
novels and the best Florida novels.
Charlotte’s Story by Charlotte Niedhauk…An autobiographical account of life on a small Florida Key during
the 1930s.
The Swamp by Michael Grunwald…Written in 2006, this could be considered a sequel to the The Everglades
River of Grass.
Check these out and let us know if you would like us to add more titles to this collection. We hope you enjoy
reading them. We sure did.
Norma Thatcher-Chairman
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BOOK REVIEWS
Well here they are two books from our new Florida author bookshelf. One a prophetic classic,
The Everglades: River of Grass reviewed by Norma Thatcher followed by Flo Bouwman’s review of Carl
Hiassen’s latest, wickedly-funny tour de force, Bad Monkey.
THE EVERGLADES: RIVER OF GRASS

BAD MONKEY

by Marjory Stoneman Douglas

by Carl Hiaasen

“There are no other Everglades in the World.” This is the
opening line of the Marjory Stoneman Douglas book written in 1947
about the unique topography and history of the state of Florida. In
the opening chapter, with sentences that rival poetry, she describes
the beauty and the function of the Everglades. She then proceeds to
write a history of our state from its earliest inhabitants, the Indians
whose clans bore names that we are all familiar with, the Tekesta, the
Mayaimi, the Calusa…through the advent of the Spanish explorers
and those that followed, the French, the English and finally the
Americans, unfolding the influence all these cultures had on our
state.

I have no idea why I read Bad Monkey
by Carl Hiaasen…except that I had just finished
Inferno and decided I needed a “fun” read. And
that is exactly what Bad Monkey is a mind relaxing fun-to-read book as Hiaasen romps through
this tale with wild abandon. A well-known author
once said that humor is very difficult to write, and
Hiaasen delivers as both a humorist and a satirist.

This book that begins with poetic prose
ends with prophecy. Douglas details the problems that increased population and the demands
agriculture has imposed on this irreplaceable
“river of grass”…problems with drainage, with
flow and with the Army Corps of Engineers.
The final chapter is called “The Eleventh Hour”
and opens with the words “The Everglades were
dying”. But Douglas ends her book with hope
for the future with the words “Even in this last
hour, in a new relation of usefulness and beauty,
the vast, magnificent, subtle and unique region of the Everglades
may not be utterly lost.”
Much of what was chronicled in 1947 has come to pass.
We read about it daily in our newspapers but the importance of the
Everglades to the state of Florida remains as vital today as it was in
1947.
Norma Thatcher

The main character Yancy has lost his job with the Miami
police and then with the Monroe County sheriff’s department (I hesitate to tell you just why he lost the latter), and is demoted to Health
Inspector of restaurants. Hoping to regain his position with the Miami police, Yancy keeps a fishing trophy in his freezer which just
happens to be a left arm. He is convinced it is not the result of a
shark attack but murder. By proving his theory, Yancy hopes to
regain his position with the police force and no longer has to be on
“roach patrol”.
This novel continues through the Keys, Miami and the Bahamas with a variety of colorful characters…a greedy real estate
developer, the widow of the frozen arm person, a very weird Bahamian voodoo queen and, of course, a bad monkey and more. This is
a very funny book in a raucous way, but it is once again Hiaasen
protecting what used to be pristine Florida from those who would
corrupt and degrade it.
Carl Hiaasen was born in Miami and graduated from the
University of Florida. He has been a journalist with the Miami Herald since he began his career and has written many novels for both
young readers and adults. Quite a few years ago my middle-school
grandson read, Strip Tease (I’m sure unbeknown to his mother) and
then wrote a note to Hiaasen. Steven received a very nice reply and
that impressed me that a well-known author would take the time to
write a lengthy response to a 13-year old.
Flo Bouwman

YOU WON’T WANT TO MISS JIM SEBASTIAN’S DISCUSSION
OF TRANSATLANTIC ON JANUARY 15 AT 3 P.M. IN THE LIBRARY
Another great book will be presented – Transatlantic written by Colum McCann. In this great book we will fly back and forth to Ireland, and
back and forth in time. The cast of characters includes the flyers who made the first non-stop flight across the Atlantic landing in Ireland, the American
slave, Frederick Douglass, who promoted sympathy for the abolitionist movement during his book tour in Ireland, and Senator George Mitchell who went to
Belfast to shepherd the peace talks to a conclusion. All the chapters are held together by a telling of the stories of three women in three generations with
such beauty of language as the author is so capable of producing.
You will truly love reading this book and discovering for yourself the suspense, pathos and deep look into human nature. In reading this you will
be there because the author takes you into the experiences and lives of these people. We hope to have an experience of sharing our thoughts too so do your
best to come armed with your own experience of crisscrossing the Atlantic with Colum McCann. We’re looking forward to having Jim Sebastian drawing us
together in discussion on January 15 at 3 P.M. We welcome him for the first time as our “leader”.
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CHRISTMAS WREATHS DECK THE CHAPEL HALLS
Stroll through the Chapel halls and enjoy
the wreaths created by Susie Fruehauf’s band of
Christmas elves.
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL
from your Chapel Library Committee

Christmas 2012

LOST TREE “WILD” LIFE? YOU BET!
HEAR ALL ABOUT IT AT TEA AND TALK FRIDAY, JANUARY 17
We aren’t the only ones who call Lost Tree home. We share these 500 acres with a large indigenous population including the hundreds of loggerhead turtles born on our beach every summer; our
famous owl family whose winter residence is the big tree near the clubhouse (all of that noisy construction 2 years ago notwithstanding), and what about the alligators that have turned up in the odd
watering holes on the golf course? Scott Duncan, MacArthur Park Ranger, will be with us to talk
about that “other half” with whom we share our beautiful Village. Come with your questions and
your own Lost Tree wildlife stories to share. Tea will be served at 2:30 p.m. and the program starts
at 3:00 p.m. in the Library.

ARTIST TED MATZ PRESENTS NATURAL
APPEAL IN JANUARY ART EXHIBIT
Please join us on Sunday, January 12, 2014 to welcome talented Florida artist Ted Matz and view his
exhibit “Natural Appeal”. A reception and viewing
of his delightful paintings will follow the church service, in the Chapel Library at 11:00 am. Most of his
work is based on his love of nature and related elements. His passion is plein air painting. Not to be
missed!
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CHECK OUT OUR DVDs FOR YOUR HOLIDAY ENJOYMENT
Looking for a reprieve from the Holiday hustle bustle? The following DVDs will be arriving soon, just in time for the Holidays.
They are Monster’s University, Planes, The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey, and Thomas & Friends: Santa’s Little Engine.

If anyone has a request for a special DVD, please let us know. We are always looking for videos that are appropriate for a Chapel Library and suggestions are appreciated. Don’t forget that there are several DVDs in the Library
already that are great for families!
NEW ACQUISITIONS
BOOKS

YOUTH – BOOKS

The Death of Santini - Conroy, Pat

Chomp -Hiaasen, Carl

The Goldfinch– Tartt, Donna

Creepy Carrots!-Reynolds, Aaron

Identical-Turow, Scott

The Day the Crayons Quit-Daywalt, Drew

Stella Bain-Shreve, Anita
Storm Front-Sanford, John
Sycamore Row-Grisham, John

The One and Only Ivan-Applegate, Katherine
Scat-Hiaasen, Carl
This Is Not My Hat-Klassen, Jon

AUDIO BOOKS
The Death of Santini - Conroy, Pat
The Eye of God-Rollins, James
Stella Bain-Shreve, Anita
Storm Front-Sanford, John
Sycamore Row-Grisham, John

OUR LIBRARY BOOK STACK HAS A NEW LOOK – COME SEE!
The Library Committee thanks Marcia and Mike of the Chapel staff for their hard work and support in
helping Barbara Anderson of the committee to rearrange the Library during the summer. Some changes were
made to make room for the books and to make it easier for all of you to find what you might be looking for.
The East wall of the Library holds the collections of several authors, such as John Grisham and Clive Cussler,
and all of the Non-Fiction books, including all Biographies which are arranged separately and alphabetically by
the subject. It is there that you will find all Lost Tree Authors and books by Forum Speakers, our collection of
Children’s Books and all DVDs and Video Tapes. All of the reference books have been moved to the shelves
on the South wall and just to the right of the desk. All tapes and CDs are in the same place and the books about
art, architecture, and gardening are now in the bottom shelf of the table between the shelves of the CDs. This
has made room for all of the books of fiction to be shelved properly in their usual place; with new additions and
best sellers in their usual shelves. We hope you will visit the Library and enjoy all it has to offer!
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