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“It was one of those March days when the sun shines hot and the wind blows cold:
when it is summer in the light, and winter in the shade.” Charles Dickens

AMERICA’S MOST ACCLAIMED INTERIOR DESIGNER
LECTURES AT TEA AND TALK – FRIDAY, MARCH 14
Lost Tree is indeed fortunate to have a Tea and Talk visit with Alexa
Hampton in the Chapel Library. The youthful Alexa, President of the
prestigious Mark Hampton LLC firm, has been heaped with honors from
around the world for her unique classic, traditional and eclectic flair. Her
new book Decorating in Detail is available for purchase at the Chapel –
see Marcia in the Chapel office to obtain your copy. Bring it to Alexa
Hampton’s talk and she will be happy to sign your book. Tea will be served in
the Library at 2:30 before her lecture at 3 p.m.

JOHN O’NEILL LEADS DISCUSSION OF
THE BOYS IN THE BOAT MARCH 19 AT 3 P.M.
This is the incredible story of Joe Rantz – but really it isn’t. It’s the story of the “Boys in the Boat,”
and that is at the insistence of Joe Rantz. His story is mesmerizing in itself, as he grew up fending for
himself in the woods of Washington State during the Depression, making his way to college via a rowing
team and them capturing Olympic Gold! But to Joe the other boys in the boat was what it was all about –
what brought tears to the eyes of this 6’3” rugged, muscular woodsman. This is a story that brings emotions
that run the gamut – white knuckles to tears. To appreciate it you have to read it. The author is telling a
story he heard at the bedside of a dying man. It’s full of his emotions and memories and was indeed a story
that needed to be told, read and discussed. We’re excited that John O’Neill is leading us! If you have time
you’ll want to read this book before you come.

‘The beauty of the soul shines out when a man bears with composure one heavy mischance after
another, not because he does not feel them, but because he is a man of high and heroic temper.”
Aristotle
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Book Reviews
Editor’s Note: Hats off to Susie Fruehauf for navigating this challenging work with the following review. It is both the longest
novel written by the youngest author ever to win the annual Man Booker Prize established in 2005.

THE LUMINARIES
by Eleanor Catton

Are you ready to open an 800 page, roller coaster puzzle of a book? Try Eleanor Catton’s The
Luminaries. It is a giant of a book which won the 2013 Man Booker Prize.
It is a “dark and stormy night” (uh huh!) in 1866 when the Scotsman, Walter Moody, arrives in
the gold rush town of Hokitika, New Zealand to seek his fortune. Walter finds shelter in the
sleazy Crown Hotel and meets twelve men engaged in a very tense, private meeting.
The twelve “luminaries”, each manifesting an astrological sign as the story continues, have met
in secret to discuss a series of unexplained events. They are each in some way linked to the
death of a local hermit, the apparent suicide attempt of a young prostitute, and the
disappearance of a rich prospector all on one night.
Every man in the room claims to be innocent, and yet they all seem to be fearful of being held accountable. The
unraveling of the mystery relating to these events forms the plot of the novel. It is astoundingly complicated and
almost defies explanation.
The twelve parts of the story wane like the moon. (The phases of the moon are illustrated on the cover.) Each part is
half the length of the section that precedes it. Part one is 358 pages, and part twelve is 2 pages. Luminaries is an
intriguing mystery, a romance, and a detailed study of human nature set in an astrological format.
To be honest, I plodded through this novel. The prose is “verbose Victorian” with a touch of Dickens. But in the end I
was awestricken at the manner in which the author successfully weaves the complexities of her story into a whole.
This is no ordinary book, and you should allow plenty of time to navigate the intricate plots. The key to understanding
the story is “follow the money”.
It’s in the library.

Susie Fruehauf

SWAMPLANDIA!
by Karen Russell
Karen Russell has a rare talent. She lovingly describes the endangered beauties of south
Florida’s 10,000 Islands, from the spires of a long oyster bed, to a “sky flood” of moths with
sapphire-tipped wings. It is a great companion to the book The Everglades: River of
Grass by Marjory Douglas.
This book is about a failing gator-wrestling theme park in the Everglades owned by the Bigtrees,
and called Swamplandia. It is being encroached by a sophisticated competitor known as World
of Darkness.
Ava is the resourceful 12 year old heroine who must manage 98 gators and the vast landscape of
her own grief. Hilola Bigtree, her mother, has just died from ovarian cancer; her sister is having
a supernatural affair with the Dredgeman; her brother has defected to work at the World of
Darkness, and her father is AWOL. Ava must journey to a perilous part of the swamp called The
Underworld with the fallen character Birdman. It is filled with suspense and the most
imaginative and alluring descriptions.
“Let the sharp moon cut across the sky unchaperoned” and enjoy this wonderful book. Karen has been voted by The
New Yorker as one of the outstanding, under 40 year old authors.
Her newest book Vampires in the Lemon Grove is getting fabulous reviews.
Martha McDonald
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LILLY: PALM BEACH, TROPICAL GLAMOUR
AND THE BIRTH OF A FASHION LEGEND
by Kathryn Livingston
In The Library’s celebration of The Year of the
Florida Book why not take a look at this new
airy biography which played out in our own
backyard just a few miles down the road?

was the Arbiter of Resort Fashion in America.
As far back as 1900 Wanamakers touted Palm
Beach as the mecca of fashion from the
French Riviera.

Kathryn Livingston, retired executive editor of
Town & Country, set out to tell this Palm
Beach story – a colorful tale which evolved into
an American Fashion Legend.

It was all derivative until Lilly Pulitzer came
along and in the late 1950’s had her
dressmaker sew up some simple shifts of
colorful dime store fabric in order to
camouflage the orange stains on her clothing
as she peddled the oranges from her
husband’s groves in her station wagon around
Palm Beach.

Livingston quotes Lilly Pulitzer’s selfdeprecating
remarks
about
her
own
personality. And so, the author makes Palm
Beach a co-heroine in the story. She starts with
that wonderful and authentic 1879 story of the
Spanish cargo schooner full of wine, and coconuts run
aground on the Florida Beach, the conviviality of drinking
the wine, the burying of 1400 of those coconuts along the
beach and a decade later, voila! we have Palm Beach! We
read on about Marjorie Merriweather Post’s Palm Beach
dynasty 1920’s through 1960 of which the forebearers of
Lilly McKim (Pulitzer) were a part. And, of course, the saga
of the newspaper Pulitzers as well.
Livingston also devotes a whole chapter to Miss Porter’s
Boarding School of Farmington, Connecticut.
Lilly
attended this well known prep school along with Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis several years ahead of Lilly there. The
Jackie connection proved invaluable when as the
President’s wife she, daughter Caroline, and all the Kennedy
women chose Lilly’s as their warm weather attire whether
in Hyannis Port or Palm Beach.
All the way through there is the reminder that Palm Beach

By the 1960’s in reconfigured tropical shades
those little shifts put the World at Lilly’s Bare Feet!
However, the business went bankrupt in the mid 1980’s –
in Lilly’s words, “It croaked!” Black, beige and grey took
over in the capable hands of Calvin Klein, Donna Karan, etc.
In 2010, largely through the efforts of two savvy young
Harvard MBA’s, Lillyland is very much back and with us
today.
You Snow Birds and Florida Transplants…you’ll find this a
fun “read” because whether you are partial to Lilly apparel
or not you must admit that “Lillyland” is a pretty accurate
“metaphor for your motives” as you sit in your Lost Tree
land on a bright Florida morning!
In the heyday of Lillyland when pressed to bring out a
winter line Lilly shook her head and shrugged, “Why should
I? It’s always Summer Somewhere!” AMEN!
Edna Strnad

Editor’s Note: The author of Lilly, Kathryn Livingston, will be speaking at the Library’s last Tea and Talk on Friday,
April 4. Her talk will be punctuated by an entertaining collection of snapshots accompanying it on the screen. In
preparation for her talk the Chapel office will have copies of Lilly available for purchase during the month of March.
Call Marcia for information at 626-9100.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY CELEBRATE VALENTINE'S DAY WITH
BARBARA RINELLA
The Library Committee was so happy to have Lost Tree
favorite, Barbara Rinella, dramatize Sally Bedell Smith's Elizabeth
the Queen, at the Library's 29th annual Valentine celebration in
honor of the Friends of The Library. Thanks to the Friends of The
Library we are able to stock our shelves with an extensive collection of
the newest books, DVDs and CDs for the reading, viewing and
listening pleasure of all of the Lost Tree community. In addition we are able to carry on our
Tea and Talk programs and keep our Library facility up to date for your reading pleasure and
comfort. A big thank you from all of us.
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“When I have a terrible need of-shall I say the word– religion. Then I go out and paint the stars.”
Vincent Van Gogh

BOTANICALS IN
WATERCOLORS
WILL COME
TO THE CHAPEL ON
MARCH 23
Lost Tree is in for a treat when
Thomas Rohlen, PhD brings his lovely botanicals to grace
the Chapel halls.
After his service in the State
Department he had a distinguished teaching career
culminating at Stanford where he is a Professor Emeritus.
Professor Rohlen’s captivating paintings are informed by
his interest in East Asia and gardening. There will be a
reception for Professor Rohlen on March 23 following the
Chapel service.
Tom Rohlen fell in love with art when he was growing up in
Winnetka, IL After graduating from Princeton, he entered the

State Department where he specialized in Japanese and served
in Japan. He continued his education at the University of
Pennsylvania where he received a PhD in Cultural
Anthropology. He taught at the Universities of California,
Hawaii, Harvard and at Stanford, where he is currently a
Professor emeritus.
Upon retirement, Tom returned to painting, eventually finding
that painting botanicals in watercolors to be most satisfying. He
admires the work of 18th and 19th century illustrators of great
botanical collections, specially their ability to join scientific
observation to artistic talent He finds a kind of meditative
satisfaction in the close observation of nature. His interest in
East Asia and gardening both inform his work.
Tom has a studio on his property in San Francisco and
continues to find new subjects to paint. His work has been
shown at the San Francisco Botanical Garden, Quarryhill
Botanical Garden, the Filoli National Trust House and Garden,
the Tides Foundation, and other West Coast venues. He has
several upcoming shows planned including one at Lost Tree
Chapel.

THE BEST OF THE BEST NEW MOVIES WILL BE ON THE LIBRARY SHELVES
IN MARCH
There are several new DVD’s coming soon to the Library. Captain Pillips and Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story are
already on the shelf. Arriving during the month of March will be Frozen, a great on for kids, Gravity, Philomena, The Wolf
of Wall Street, Saving Mr. Banks, and The Book Thief. All of these are highly acclaimed and we are delighted to have
them for you to enjoy. Please remember to return them in three days so that others may have the opportunity to take them out!

NEW ACQUISITIONS
BOOKS
The Boys in the Boat
Citizens of London
Everybody’s Normal Till You Get to Know Them
If You Want to Walk on Water, You’ve Got to
Get Out of the Boat
Love Beyond Reason
When the Game is Over, It All Goes Back in
The Box
The Lowland
The Luminaries

AUDIO
Daniel James Brown
Lynne Olson
John Ortberg
John Ortberg
John Ortberg
John Ortberg
Jhumpa Lahiri
Eleanor Catton

The Boys in the Boat
Citizens of London
Sisterland
Wedding Night

Daniel James Brown
Lynne Olson
Curtis Sittenfeld
Sophie Kinsella

YOUTH
Max the Minnow

Willam Boniface

DVD

Captain Phillips
Gifted Hands: The Ben Carson Story
The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey – Extended Edition

Monsters University
Planes
Thomas & Friends: Santa’s Little Engine
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