CHAPEL LIBRARY

Jottings
April-May 2015

edited by Edna Strnad
“The only thing that you absolutely have to know, is the
location of the library.”
Albert Einstein

HERE’S HOW WE’RE WINDING THINGS UP
Sadly, we are coming close to the end of our glorious season and we want you to remember the part the Library
Committee played in making it so special. The book reviews, the Tea and Talk events, the art exhibits and most of all
the Library. But the good news is that the Library is open during the summer from 9 – noon weekdays. You can read
on the beach or in the AC and be filled with wisdom and topics for conversation in spite of summer. So for you all
year round Lost Tree residents and summer drop-ins, you may think Lost Tree has pretty much closed down --- but not
your Chapel Library, we’re ALWAYS here for you!
And don’t forget the next book review of this season, and the last of the season, “All the Light We Cannot See”. It’s
way up there on the best seller list (next to the “Greys”) and we have Martha McNeill to lead us into the light – with
your help, of course. So do come and join in the discussion. We want to know what you think. The date is
Wednesday, April 15, 11 am in the Library. Spring break will be over and this is our treat to everyone.
Until then,
Doris Jones, Library Committee Chair

ONE LAST CHANCE AT A BOOK DISCUSSION
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015
Don’t miss it! Martha McNeill will lead a book discussion of the popular All the Light We Cannot
See by Anthony Doerr. Doerr spent ten years writing this unusual book about the trauma effect of
World War II on two young lives, in particular. Beautifully written and no wonder it never strays from
the top of the New York Times best seller list.
We’ve had a unique variety in the book discussions this season and are grateful to those thoughtful
discussion leaders: In November author Hank Manley discussed his No Famine of Spirit. Then in
January it was Pat McGill’s turn with The Supermodel and the Brillo Box by Don Thomas. In
February John O’Neill chose to lead us in an exploration of One Summer by Bill Bryson (which found a
number of us exploring other Bryson book adventures). In March Peter Georgescu led a lively
discussion of Malcolm Gladwell and his latest book, David and Goliath – the good and the bad. And
that brings us up to what’s in store for you in April 15 when you can join Martha McNeill at 11 am in
the Library for our last book discussion until next fall.

“If you have a garden and a library, you have everything you need." Marcus Tullius Cicero
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MINI REVIEWS – UNTIL WE MEET AGAIN IN NOVEMBER
Here are some suggestions for your reading time over the next few months. A great variety,
both fiction and non-fiction and may we remind you these books are not necessarily in our
Chapel Library collection.
The Elephant Whisperer by Lawrence Anthony and Graham Spence – We were in Africa this
fall, and The Elephant Whisperer was highly recommended to us. If you love animals, you will
be amazed at conservationist Lawrence Anthony’s story of his experiences with a herd of rogue
elephants. His love and understanding of animals is truly heartwarming.
Susie Fruehauf
Big Little Lies by Liane Moriarty is a story of ex-husbands and second wives, mothers and
daughters, schoolyard scandal and dangerous little lies. It follows the lives of three women, each
at a crossroad, a tragic death and the investigation into this event. The reader will have fun trying
to figure out who did what!
Barbara Anderson
The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion. Meet Don Tillman, fascinating in his own unusual way.
He is a professor of genetics but with no idea how to relate to people, especially women. With
his only “close friends” he designs The Wife Project, a 16-page scientific survey to weed out
drinkers, smokers, etc. But Rosie appears who has all these disqualifications (she’s a very
intelligent barmaid) and the fun begins. Rosie has her own mission to find her biological father;
so The Wife Project and The Father Project collide in a humorous, fast-moving book that was
great fun to read.
Flo Bouwman
Leaving Before the Rains Come by Alexandra Fuller – Did you read Fuller’s Don’t Let’s Go to
the Dogs Tonight? Yes or no, in this new memoir hop on for a wild and wonderful ride through
the same lush Southern African landscape, the same outrageous relatives, the same poignant
humor buffered by the unvarnished truth. You’ll enjoy new territory too: the mores of main-line
Philadelphia and the not-so-wild American West.
Edna Strnad
A Sudden Light by Garth Stein – Garth Stein, author of the bestselling novel The Art of Racing
in the Rain presents a long awaited new novel, A Sudden Light. This is a rich, atmospheric
work that is at once a multigenerational family saga, a historical novel, a ghost story and the
story of a contemporary family’s struggle to connect with each other. A tribute to the natural
beauty of the Pacific Northwest, it reflects Garth Stein’s outsized capacity for empathy and keen
understanding of human motivation, and his rare ability to see the unseen; the universal threads
that connect us all.
Irene Goodkind
The Organized Mind-Thinking Straight in the Age of Information Overload by Daniel J.
Levitin. Did you know that multi-tasking is really not doing several things at once but it is the
brain rapidly switching back and forth from one task to another? Daniel Levitin provides insight
into how the brain categorizes, stores and recalls information, faces, emotions and other stuff.
Following his discussions on how the brain functions in regard to today’s information overload,
he provides some strategies on externally helping the brain; such as, using 3 x 5 cards to put your
ideas, to do’s, concepts, follow-up, etc. The big take away in this book is “What to teach our
children”. Teachers use to be the providers of information but today all the information is
available on the web. Children need to be taught “critical thinking” in order to evaluate whether
the information obtained from the web, TV, tweets or Facebook is valid or authentic.
Howard Shallcross
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Lost Tree Chapel Art Committee– Laurie Hein– Artist on Display

Laurie Snow Hein, Lost Tree’s art teacher for many years, exhibits her own work in March through April in the
Chapel gallery. A reception was held in her honor after the Chapel service on March 22 in the Library. Please
remember that 25% of the proceeds of sales goes to fund the Library and its activities.

THIS SEASON’S BOOKS AND OUR REVIEWERS
Here is your 2014-15 season list of books reviewed in Jottings with many thanks to our book reviewers who
took the time to read and review them for you. They are all available in our Library for you to check out –
both hardcover and in audio when available.

BOOKS
All the Light We Cannot See
Called
David and Goliat h
Dawn of the Belle Époque
Delicious!
The Girl on the Train
Hotel Florida
Lila
The Silkworm
Soul Keeping
A Tale for the Time Being
10% Happier
Tuesday Tucks Me In
Twilight of the Belle Époque
The War that Ended Peace

REVIEWERS
Helen Hunting
Ken Mahanes
Peter Georgescu
Howard Shallcross
Irene Goodkind
and Edna Strnad
Susie Fruehauf
Howard Shallcross
Susie Fruehauf
Susie Fruehauf
Dr. Ken Mahanes
Janet Bornhoeft
Sarah Trulaske
Flo Bouwman
Howard Shallcross
Howard Shallcross
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TALK AROUND THE LIBRARY
Take a “Spring Break” from all the active fun and visit the Chapel Library for an adventure in books. You
will find a full selection of books for all ages, young adult, easy readers, and picture books along with DVDs for
all ages. We hope to see you soon!
If you did not have a chance to see “The Roosevelts” by Ken Burns on TV recently, you will be happy to hear
that the Library has just added the entire series to its DVD collection. You can watch all or any of the episodes
that you may have missed. Enjoy!
Just arrived – two new children’s picture books. Nana in the City by Lauren Castillo is a 2015 Caldecott honor
book with beautiful watercolor illustrations. When her young grandson visits and is scared by the noise and
confusion of a big city, this very hip nana turns it into a place of energy, beauty and vitality. The Adventures of
Beekle by Dan Santat is the 2015 Caldecott winner. A young child’s interest will be immediately stirred with the
opening words, “He was born on an island far away where imaginary friends are created.” But it is the gorgeous
colorful illustrations done with pencil, crayon, watercolor and ink and the text hand-lettered that captured the
award.

NEW ACQUISITIONS – BOOKS
Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania
Dust (A Scarpetta Novel)
Mightier than the Sword
Mirage
NYPD Red 2
12th of Never
Unlucky 13
AUDIO

Larson, Erik
Cornwell, Patricia
Archer, Jeffrey
Cussler, Clive
Patterson, James/Karp, Marshall
Patterson, James
Patterson, James

Dead Wake: The Last Crossing of the Lusitania
Mightier than the Sword
YOUTH

Larson, Erik
Archer, Jeffrey

The Adventures of Beekle
If Jesus Came to My House
Nana in the City

Santat, Dan
Thomas, Joan
Castillo, Lauren

DVD
The Roosevelts: An Intimate History
Ken Burns
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