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“My mum was never too keen on TV, so we kids all went to the library and got books out. Right
from the start, I loved the works of Mark Twain. Every time I read about Tom Sawyer, I'd go out
and do something low-level naughty, just like him.”
John Grisham

NEW SEASON – NEW FACES – NEW ATTRACTIONS
Welcome back! The phrase seems so trite – but true – as we invite you to join in the fun and adventures
that the Library Committee has in store for you. “Check it out” – the Library keeps up with the best sellers in
books and DVDs, and discussions of the most enjoyable, thought provoking books .
Speaking of our leader, we have George Estes (aka Joe) joining us this year as Chairman of the book
discussions, and I know for a fact that he already has a great season planned. It begins on November 19, Thursday
at 11 o’clock with Lila led by Laura Estes.
Look for announcements of our book acquisitions, DVDs, children’s books, art exhibits and Tea and Talk
events in Jottings.
I have the most gratitude for Jim Sebastian, our book discussion leader last year who had to coordinate a
shifting schedule month after month to accommodate other activities at the Club. He did a masterful job with great
patience and always a smile. This year he will lead us in exploring the Wright Brothers in January – just a “head’s
up” --we learned from Jim that there is no perfect date for book discussions. Joe Estes has decided to keep the
same day each month to avoid confusion and he has faith that all you avid readers will be there. I certainly will be
there and I look forward to seeing you.
Until then,
Doris Jones
Chairman, Library Committee

BOOK DISCUSSION OPENS ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19 WITH “LILA”
Laura Estes will take us back to the beloved town of Gilead in a discussion of Lila by Marilynne
Robinson. Gilead was the scene of Robinson’s Pulitzer Prize winner of the same name as well as
her National Book Award finalist, Home. The homeless Lila stumbles on Gilead and Laura will
lead us in a discussion of the tale of struggling values that follows. Please join us at 11:00 am in the
Library on Thursday, November 19.

“New is America's oldest tradition.” David Brooks
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BOOK REVIEWS
Jottings Editor’s Note: As Pastor Ken Mahanes departs, he leaves us with a book review of David Brooks’
latest New York Times bestseller, The Road to Character. Susie Fruehauf chronicles John Grisham’s life and
gives us perspective on his prolific repertoire including a comment on his newest book, Rogue Lawyer.

THE ROAD TO CHARACTER
by David Brooks
I had the opportunity of hearing David Brooks speak a couple of years ago. Brooks, a New
York Times columnist and part-time instructor at Yale University, is a careful thinker who
writes with clarity. His thought provoking columns in the Times are one of the reasons I
subscribe to the Times online. And so, when his new book, Road to Character, was released,
I wanted to immediately get it and read it. Fortunately for me, before I could order it on
Amazon or run to Barnes and Noble to buy it, a friend at Lost Tree gave me a copy!
I have read 5 books over the summer and must say that Brooks’ book was one of the best.
The premise of Road to Character is that one’s obituary says more about a person than
one’s resume. We often pad our resume with fluff to attract the attention of a prospective
employer but our obituary lists the real accomplishments of our lives for all to see and verify.
So what will our obituary say about us? Were we truly persons of character or were we simply “characters,” as
in the aside: “Boy, was he a character!” If we want to build lives of genuine character, Brooks suggests that we
learn lessons from great people of the past. And so he lists about 9 people from the past, some of whom are little
known, who exemplified true traits of great character and he encourages the reader to emulate these traits. Not an
easy task. But worth the discipline.
If nothing else, after reading Brook’s book, I have sure given more thought to how I will be eulogized.
And with that thought, I pray my life will conform in some measure to the great characteristics described in Road
to Character.
To those who might decide to read only a part of Brook’s book rather than the entire book, I would
suggest reading the introduction, Chapters 1, 9 and 10. In my judgment, these three chapters and the Introduction
will give the reader a pretty good understanding of the whole book.
Dr. Ken Mahanes

JOHN GRISHAM, HIS LIFE AND WORK
“Death, Taxes and John Grisham’s annual return to the best seller list are all we can
count on nowadays.” Since the publication of A Time to Kill, he has written one book a
year.
John Grisham, one of five children, was born in 1955 in Jonesboro, AK. His father
was a construction worker and a cotton farmer. The family moved around the South and
finally settled in Southern Mississippi. Though his dream was to be a professional baseball
player, he didn’t have the “right stuff”. But he still carries that love of the sport in his life
and work. The six ballfields he had built on his property in Virginia have played host to 26
Little League teams.
(continued next page)

“If
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you try to walk in my shoes, you'll end up in a bookstore.”
Anonymous

JOHN GRISHAM, HIS LIFE AND WORK (continued)
His mother was not an educated woman, but she encouraged John to pursue a college career. He earned a
BS in Accounting from Mississippi State, went on to “Ole Miss” for his law degree in 1981 and was
married to Renee Jones that same year. He is still married to the same gal and they have two children.
In 1982 Grisham was elected as a Democrat to the Mississippi House of Representatives and served until
1990. He practiced Law for almost a decade.
“I seriously doubt that I would have written the first story had I not been a lawyer. I never dreamed of
being a writer. I wrote only after witnessing a trial.”
Grisham was in a courtroom one day and overheard a girl telling the jury how she had been raped and
beaten. He was so touched that he began to write his first novel based on her story. It was A Time to Kill. The book was
rejected by 28 publishers before Wynwood Press accepted it. The rest is history.
As of 2012, his books had sold over 275 million copies. He has published 32 books, including baseball fiction, nonfiction and a series of legal thrillers for young readers ages 9 – 12. More than eight of his novels have been adapted into
successful movies.
“Many of my novels deal with legal and political issues: topics such as capital punishment, judicial elections and
environmental destruction. My goal with an issue novel is to first, and always entertain, but also to
enlighten.”
Grisham is a devout Christian and has donated much time and money to charitable causes. He
has been, among other causes, very active in the “Innocence Project” which campaigns to free unjustly
convicted prisoners.
One of his new thrillers, Gray Mountain, was just published last fall, and is on the best seller list.
Samantha, his first female protagonist, takes on the murky, dangerous world of coal mining. Grisham’s
one and only sex scene takes place in Gray Mountain. Imagine!
Now to the newest book, Rogue Lawyer, featuring a new character, The Honorable Sebastian
Rudd. It will come out on October 20, 2015, and the bestseller list will not be a surprise. I know for sure
these two newest books will be in the library. So enjoy.
“Like Coke and Pepsi, Grisham is now his own Global Brand”
Susie Fruehauf

JUST ARRIVED FOR OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN
Welcome to the adventure of reading. We have new children’s books for all ages just waiting to be explored.
PICTURE AND EASY READERS
Waiting by Kevin Henkes – A beautifully illustrated picture book featuring five little animals sitting on a
window sill “waiting” for what?
I Will Take a Nap! by Mo Willems – Piggie interrupts Gerald, the elephant, as he struggles to take a nap,
both getting crankier. This hilarious easy reader has Mo Willems’ wonderful illustrations.
What Pet Should I Get? By Dr. Seuss – In this colorful book a brother and his sister visit a pet shop to, of
course, find a pet – will it be a dog or a cat…or maybe another little critter?
YOUTH BOOKS
Oh, The Things They Invented! by Bonnie Worth – Lots of great illustrations add to the fun of reading
about inventors and their inventions – a must for young curious minds.
Fuzzy Mud by Louis Sachar – At first this very engaging story seems to be about bullying – but it is much
more than that, a fast, moving plot to captivate the reader.
The Worst Class Trip Ever by Dave Barry – Wyatt Palmer, 8th grader, and buddies take a class trip to
Washington, D.C., but trouble occurs when two mysterious men sit next to them on the plane. This is
typical Dave Barry, hilarious!
Mary Poppins: 80th Anniversary Collection by P. L. Travers – Words cannot describe the joy within these
pages.
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THANK YOU – THANK YOU – THANK YOU
Paul and Gail Jones have given the Library 43 DVDs. This extensive collection includes such classics as Billy
Elliot, John Adams, Key Largo, Notorious, To Catch a Thief and When Harry Met Sally. Stop by the Library
and find your favorite.

NEW ACQUISTIONS
BOOKS AND AUDIOS
Black Diamonds

Bailey, Catherine

Circling the Sun

McLain, Paula

The English Spy

Silva, Daniel

Finders Keepers

King, Stephen

The Girl in the Spider’s Web Lagercrantz, David
Go Set a Watchman
Killing Reagan

Lee, Harper
O’Reilly, Bill

The Little Paris Bookshop
Naked Greed
Rogue Lawyer

Woods, Stuart
Grisham, John

The Taming of the Queen
The Wright Brothers

George, Nina

Gregory, Philippa
McCullough, David

YOUTH
The Book with No Pictures Novak, B.J.
Amazing Grace-Based on the true-life story of William
Wilberforce, a leader of the British abolition movement, the film
chronicles his epic struggle to pass a law to end the slave trade in
the late 18th century.

DVD

Monster-in-Law-Starring Jane Fonda

LOOK FOR THIS IN THE LIBRARY
Hanging the Greens-Each year following Thanksgiving, artfully crafted wreaths by
Chapel members and Lost Tree residents are hung gracefully in the halls of the Chapel. If
you would like to create or hang a wreath, please contact Marcia at the Lost Tree Chapel
(561-676-9100 or losttreechapel@losttreechapel.org).
Tea and Talk will be hosting a program by Pat McGill on Friday, January 22,
2016. Stay tuned for further details in December Jottings.
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