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“The man who does not read good books has no advantage over the man who cannot read them.”
Mark Twain

2016 TAKE OFF AT THE LIBRARY!
Happy New Year to all and welcome to the exciting events of the New Year as presented by the Lost Tree
Library Committee. To begin the new season it is my pleasure to present the members of the committee who make
all this happen for you, Lost Tree members, to make life more fun, and our intellects more powerful! We owe a
big thank you to the following:
Barbara Anderson
Mary Jo Isil
Flo Bouwman
Mary Kurucz
Joe Estes
Martha McNeill
Susie Fruehauf
Edna Strnad
Karol Hamel
Norma Thatcher
Eunice Hunter
Marilyn Whims
Nick Young, in an advisory role
As you can see it “takes a village” to serve the Village. We have a spirit of cooperation and respect as we
work together – and for this I am so grateful!
So do join us to share the fruits of our labor and have a stimulating January. Our first event will be the art
exhibit, previewed on January 10 with a reception after the Chapel service. Next, look forward to Jim Sebastian’s
leadership in discussing the book, The Wright Brothers, by David McCullough on Thursday, January 21 at 11 a.m.
The very next day, January 22, a very special Tea and Talk with a presentation by Pat McGill at 2:30 will give us a
new look at the Middle Ages through art, as found in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Pat promises excitement –
and visuals. I can hardly wait!
Take a deep breath and be ready for a great launching of 2016 given by the Lost Tree Library Committee.
See you all there,
Doris Jones
Library Committee Chair

“Why shouldn't truth be stranger than fiction? Fiction, after all, has to make sense.”
Mark Twain

OUR FIRST TEA AND TALK
THE BEST OF THE BEST OF THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM’S
MEDIEVAL ART!
Lost Tree is very fortunate to have our expert, Pat McGill, Museum Educator and former
docent at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. She will take us on a visual tour of the
highlights of the magnificent collection of Medieval art.
Were the Dark Ages really dark? The fall of Rome to the Renaissance is often
considered an uneventful thousand year period. It was really a time of innovation,
creativity and change. Artisans crafted exquisitely carved ivories, delicate enamel
metalworks and elegant illuminated manuscripts giving the modern viewer a glimpse
into the life and culture of the period.
Circa 1330
The Cloisters
Collection

This is one Tea and Talk you won’t want to miss. Come and find out how politics,
religious cults and invading Barbarian Tribes shaped the art of the Medieval Period. Join
Pat McGill at 2:30 pm on January 22 for a very special Tea and Talk.

JANUARY’S BOOK REVIEWS
Helen Hunting reviews The Wright Brothers and on January 21 Jim Sebastian will be leading a discussion of
the newest book by David McCullough. Read it ahead of time if you can.
A wonderful way to start your New Year is the book which Sarah Trulaske reviews for us, A Religion of One’s
Own: A guide to Creating a Personal Spirituality in a Secular World. The Chapel congregation is certainly
not cookie cutter Christians not to mention the fact that there are several non-Christian Faiths and indeed “nofaiths” in our broader Lost Tree community. There probably would be a lot less trouble in our 2016 world if
this book were universal required reading.

THE WRIGHT BROTHERS by David McCullough
David McCullough has done it again. He’s written another exciting and absorbing historical
account, this time about the lives and dreams of Orville and Wilbur Wright. This is a
profoundly American story about two young men with only a high school education, limited
funds, and no significant contacts, who tirelessly and doggedly pursued their goals.
Five years apart in age, the brothers grew up in a close-knit family in Dayton, Ohio.
Their father, Milton, a bishop of the Church of United Brethren in Christ, instilled strict
values in his sons and was both influential and supportive. Although their home on
Hawthorne Street lacked plumbing, it was filled with books to satisfy their curiosity and
intellect.
Orville dropped out of high school to open a print shop after building his own printing press. The brothers
ran a newspaper for a short time until the bicycle craze caught their attention. They then opened a bicycle repair
shop, where they also built their own bikes. At age eighteen, Wilbur was struck by a hockey stick causing facial
injuries, and any plans he had to attend Yale were dismissed.
Here are two brilliant brothers with full mechanical skills. By observing birds and garnering information
from the Smithsonian, they now become obsessed with unlocking the clue of heavier than air human flight. The
dramatic course of events takes us to the relentless trials and error at Kitty Hawk, innumerable trips to France to
secure funding, their epic flight in 1903, Orville’s devastating crash in 1908, their sister Katherine’s devotion and
help, and much more.
This is a riveting, well-researched book and the author gives the reader the feeling of being present. I will
admit that every time I see a plane or a bird soaring, I’m reminded of the amazing accomplishments of the Wright
brothers.
Helen Hunting

A RELIGION OF ONE’S OWN by Thomas Moore
Retie your bootstraps and get ready for
a journey on a whole new way of
looking at our personal approach to
religion and spirituality. In Thomas
Moore’s book, A Religion of One’s
Own, you will explore a curious, openminded approach toward owning our
religious beliefs and stretching further
in seeing the sacred in many arenas of
our secular existence.
We may be missing something in our modern
times. There are those people comfortable with a strict
religious path, or those feeling a sense of emptiness in
their secular life and needing to fill that “soul hole” to
find purpose. There are those who turn away from strict
inflexible religious traditions, and may want to have
their own personal spiritual walk. If the latter is the
case, Thomas Moore reveals his journey after 12 years
in a monastery, with the joy of blending his Catholic
foundation with many writers, artists, philosophers and
faiths, to explain “A Religion of His Own.”
This book is a personal walk, and as fellow
travelers, it provides a way of seeing the choices for
inner exploration toward a God of our understanding.
Moore hopes readers shift from the disillusionment of a
purposeless identity to a heartfelt clinging to a religion
that is individually defined, amplifying our inner life
purpose. Moore wishes for a greater awakened soul in
all of us.
Our challenge is in being open minded and
present, seeing the sacred in all hobbies, prayers,
encounters, observations, and diverse practices. Some
of Moore’s resources are Tao Te Ching, the Gospels,
Zen Masters, writings from transcendentalists, and
Native American tales. Moore has soul awakenings
from poets – Rainer Maria Rilke, Emily Dickinson, as
well as writings from C. G. Jung. He reflects about
Georgia O’Keeffe and Thomas Merton, and how his
heart wisdom expands looking at Georgia O’Keeffe’s
paintings and reading Merton’s prose.
Many stories reflect Moore’s personal approach
as an example of his evolution in faith. He loves
Christian gospels, and Sufi poets. Moore wants a reader
to comprehend his openhearted study of faithfulness.
He says, “We need to enjoy secular life, and we need a
sense of the sacred for depth of sensitivity and
meaning.” The insights he shares may be threatening to
some readers, and refreshing or curiously contemplated
by others.

Moore has stretched the taffy of this faith walk.
His explorations are more radical with dream analysis,
discussing sexuality and tea readings. Spiritually
independent readers will more than likely respect
Moore’s multi-faceted approach for observing everyday
life. Moore takes a daring new position with raising
peaceful reflection on our soul journey. One can “take
what you like and leave the rest”.
All of Moore’s tools help him enliven his
spirituality, and he believes the soul needs religion and
so much more. This is a personal practice philosophy
and he borrows from many faiths. Moore’s religious
outlook is always changing and developing because in
his “precious present” way of studying life…there is
God in everything: meditation, chanting, reading
literature, therapy work and music all bring him closer
to his God. Even Henry D. Thoreau’s On Walden Pond
brings a quiet solitude needed in Moore’s educated
personal views. Looking at O‘Keeffe’s paintings brings
his heart alive with the vibrancy of color, and there is
sacredness in them (art.) The point is to find resources
that help us to go deeper into ourselves.
I like the emphasis on meditation, Jesus, music,
and nature to bring us closer to the Almighty. “God
lives in everything” (my Mom). Extract what is
meaningful to you, and believing deep down that God is
present, keeps us grateful.
The tragic symptoms of stress and depression
are common signs of our times, and many people have
lost religious dedication. I believe this book could be
very helpful in opening doors to a broader way of a
person finding oneself. There is a sacred sense of self
in all human beings, and being open and loving to our
differences may be an answer toward a more peaceful
world. Moore deeply believes that self-actualization is
the reason we are all here – to find a power greater than
ourselves, and seeking insights in our day-to-day
activities that touch our hearts.
In closing, be open to your own religious
dedication and respect of other’s faith. One can overlap
traditions, appreciate formal religions, and gratefully
return home to the womb of your spirit. Each one of us
has a personal language and curiosity to find our souls.
The soul is described as capable of wonder, intimacy
and personhood (by Moore.)
So secure those bootstraps for climbing the
sacred mountain because it will be a fun adventure!
Sarah Trulaske

A NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION FOR YOUR LIBRARY
Give us a break . . . Since we are missing a few books, we remind you of our takeout instructions for
borrowing books and tapes. It is easy to take a book out of the Library.
Simply sign the card at the back of the book and place it in the card file
alphabetically by the author’s name. Please return the book to the box
next to the bookcase and the Committee will process it back to the proper
shelf. We are missing John Grisham’s novel Gray Mountain. This book
and its card are gone. Please check your shelves if you took it out and
forgot to process it properly!
There are four different card files. One for regular books, one for
children’s books, one for DVDs and one for books on tape. Be sure to
place the card in the right file and return your book or tape to the basket
assigned to it for processing. Thanks and enjoy all that our Library has to
offer.

NEW ACQUISITIONS
Books
Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS

Warrick, Joby

Career of Evil

Galbraith Robert

Elephant Company

Croke, Vicki

Florida’s Living Beaches

Witherington, Blair

The Isis Apocalypse

McCants, William

A Little Life

Yanagihara, Hanya

The Secret Chord

Brooks, Geraldine

The Witches

Schiff, Stacy

Books and Audio CD’s
Avenue of Mysteries

Irving, John

Come Rain or Come Shine

Karon, Jan

Commander in Chief

Clancy, Tom

A Common Struggle

Kennedy, Patrick J.

Destiny and Power

Meacham, Jon

The Guilty

Baldacci, David

The Magic Strings of Frankie Presto

Albom, Mitch

A Religion of One’s Own

Moore, Thomas

“The only way to keep your health is to eat what you don't want, drink what you don't like, and do what
you'd rather not.”
Mark Twain

